
TAMIN Seminar Series Fall 2022/Spring 2023 

Date  Speaker  Title  Host 

Aug 25  Zheng Chen,             
UT at Houston 

Targeting the circadian machinery to mitigate age‐related 
degeneration 

Yuxiang Sun,    
NFSC 

Sept 1    TAMIN Business Meeting   

Sept 8  Tsuneya Ikezu,         
Mayo Clinic Florida 

Glia and extracellular vesicles in neurodegenerative 
disorders 

Ashok Shetty, 
MCMD 

Sept 15  Jeff Jones,              
BIO, TAMU 

Ins and Outs of Circadian Time  Michael 
Smotherman, BIOL 

Sept 22  Olga Kokiko‐Cochran, 
Ohio State University 

Sleep fragmentation stress modulates outcome after 
traumatic brain injury 

Lee Shapiro,    
NEXT 

Sept 29  Tracey Ignatowski,      
The State University of 
New York at Buffalo 

TNFα in the Brain: Neuromodulator, Inflammatory 
Mediator, and Therapeutic Target for Neuropathic Pain 

Cédric Geoffroy, 
NEXT 

Oct 6  Detlev Boison,      
Rutgers University 

Therapies for epilepsy prevention  Ashok Shetty, 
MCMD 

Oct 13    CANCELED   

Oct 20  Luis Natividad,           
UT Austin 

Withdrawal from Chronic Alcohol Exposure Induces Long‐
Lasting Changes in Prefrontal Cortical Neurotransmission 

and Cognitive Behavior 

Carlos Bolaños‐
Guzmán, PSYC 

Oct 27  Karyn Frick,       
University of Wisconsin‐

Milwaukee 

Estrogens and memory: Translating basic research into 
therapies for Alzheimer’s disease and menopause 

Farida Sohrabji, 
NEXT 

Nov 3  Josephina Rau,  
Medpace 

BRAINS ‐Professional Development  Samantha Plas, 
BRAINS 

Nov 10  Graduate Student 
Presentation 

Kelsey Hudson, Corinne Kelly   

Nov 17    Society of Neuroscience Meeting in San Diego Nov 12‐16   

Nov 24    Thanksgiving Break Nov 24‐25   

Dec 1  Kristen Delevich, 
Washington State 

University 

Under construction: neural and hormonal determinants of 
adolescent brain development 

Jun Wang, NEXT 

Dec 8  Jane Johnson,           
The University of Texas  

SFN Symposium  Lee Shapiro,    
NEXT 

Jan 19  Frederic Hopf,         
Indiana University 

Does the Anterior Insula cortex rule the addicted (and 
anxious) brain? 

Jun Wang, NEXT 

Jan 26    Recruiting Event Jan 26‐28   

Feb 2  Isabella Farhy,           
TAMU 

Molecular Mechanisms of Astrocyte‐Neuron Interactions 
During Synapse Development 

Michael 
Smotherman, BIOL 

Feb 9  Peter Leonard Strick, 
University of Pittsburgh 

The Neural Basis for the Brain‐Body Connection  Jane Welsh, 
VIBS/COM 

Feb 16  Anne Berry,         
Brandeis University 

The role of catecholamines in the aging and Alzheimer's 
disease 

Joseph Orr, PSYC 

Feb 23    CANCELED   

Mar 2  Jae Lee,              
University of Miami 

Targeting lipid‐laden macrophages after spinal cord injury  Cédric Geoffroy, 
NEXT 

Mar 9    CANCELED  Jun Wang, NEXT 

Mar 16    Spring Break Mar 13‐17   

Mar 23  Xiaoxi Zhuang,   
University of Chicago 

Dopamine signaling in striatum‐dependent learning, 
performance, and adaptive behavior 

Jun Wang, NEXT 

Mar 30  Daoyun Ji,              
Baylor College of 

Medicine 

Decoding hippocampal memory contents in rodent 

models of mental processing 

Karienn Souza, 
NEXT 

Apr 6  Valeria Cavalli, 
Washington University 

Satellite Glial Cells in sensory nervous system health, injury 

and aging 

Cédric Geoffroy, 
NEXT 

Apr 13  Graduate Student 
Presentation 

Krithika Vasudevan, Alexander Stefanov, Travis Johnston   

Apr 20    CANCELED   

Apr 27  Alfonso Apicella,         
UT at San Antonio 

The role of cortical long‐range GABAergic inhibition on 

emotional learning and decision making 

Michael 
Smotherman, BIOL 

May 3    TAMIN Spring Symposium   

    TBD TAMIN Business Meeting   
 



TAMIN Seminar Series Fall 2021/Spring 2022 
 
 

Date Speaker Title Host 
Sept 2 TAMIN Business Meeting 
Sept 9  No Seminar  

Sept 16 Christopher Quick, 
TAMU A presentation on how to use ARP and why Michael 

Smotherman, BIO 

Sept 23 
Thota Ganesh,  

Emory University 
School of Medicine 

Discovery of EP2 antagonists to suppress 
neuroinflammation and cognitive deficits from status 

epilepticus 

Samba Reddy, 
NEXT 

Sept 30 
D. Michele Basso, 

The Ohio State 
University 

It’s a Wrap: myelin plasticity, inflammation and recovery 
after spinal cord injury in mice and humans 

Dylan McCreedy, 
BIOL 

Oct 7  No Seminar  

Oct 14 Lee Shapiro,      
TAMU 

Immune and Neuroimmune mechanisms of Traumatic 
Brain Injury Pathogenesis 

Samba Reddy, 
NEXT 

Oct 21 Nicholas Justice,        
UT Houston 

Coping with the stress of reproduction: a new 
mechanism linking CRF and Oxytocin present only in 

postpartum mothers 

Jun Wang,      
NEXT 

Oct 28 Graduate Student 
Presentation I 

Himanshu Gangal, Kushal Bakshi,  
Jessica Huebschman 

 

 

Nov 4 Silvio Macias,      
TAMU 

Coding of sound temporal and spectral information in 
the auditory cortex of the echolocating bat. 

 

Michael 
Smotherman, BIO 

Nov 11  Society of Neuroscience Meeting Nov 8-11  

Nov 18 Peter Nghiem,   
TAMU 

Gene Therapies for Neuromuscular Diseases: From Pre-
clinical Studies to Human Clinical Trials 

Michael 
Smotherman, BIO 

Nov 25 Thanksgiving Break Nov 25-26 

Dec 2 Graduate Student 
Presentation II 

Taylor Huntington, Annalise Binette 
Grace Samtani, Michael Totty 

 
  

  
  

 

 

Dec 9 SFN Poster Session ILSB 
Jan 20 TBD TAMIN Business Meeting 

Jan 27 Theodore Price,        
UT Dallas 

Cutting-edge research and commercialization go hand-
in-hand 

Samantha Plas, 
TAMIN 

Feb 3 Vladimir Vladimirov, 
TAMU 

Understanding the Neuropathology of Psychiatric 
Disorders via Postmortem Brain Expression Studies 

Michael 
Smotherman, BIO 

Feb 17 Christopher 
Linington 

Hemoglobin degradation products as mediators of 
demyelination and axonal injury in Multiple sclerosis 

Jane Welsh, 
VIBS/COM 

Feb 24 Stephanie Leal,         
Rice University 

The emotional modulation of memory in depression, 
aging, and preclinical Alzheimer's disease 

Jessica Bernard, 
PSYC 

Mar 3 
Sade Spencer, 
University of 
Minnesota 

Cannabinoid reward, dependence, and withdrawal: 
behavioral models and neural mechanisms 

Laura Smith, 
NEXT 

Mar 10 
Qingchun Tong, 

University of 
Texas, Houston 

 

Dissection of Neurocircuits for Emotional Eating Jun Wang,      
NEXT 

Mar 17 Spring Break Mar 14-18 

Mar 24 
Gizelle Fauss, 

Medpace My Transition from Preclinical Research to Clinical Trials Samantha Plas 
BRAINS 

Mar 31 
Rachel Rowe, 
University of 

Colorado 

The role of inflammation in sleep disturbances after 
traumatic brain injury 

Lee Shapiro, 
NEXT 

Apr 7 
Rama Maganti, 

University of 
Wisconsin 

Sleep Deprivation: Impact on Epilepsy 
Samba Reddy, 

NEXT 

Apr 14 
Graduate Student 

Presentation I Josephina Rau, Cecily Oleksiak,  

Apr 21 Graduate Student 
Presentation II 

Yana Lokshina, Taylor Branyan, 
Hannah Ballard, Ashley Tucker 

 

 

Apr 28 TAMIN Business Meeting 
May 4 12th Annual Spring Symposium 
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TAMIN Seminar Series Fall 2019/Spring 2020 
 

 

Date Speaker Title Host 

Aug 29  TAMIN Business Meeting – Cancelled – TAMU Football Thursday 

Sep 5 
Audrey Lafrenaye 

VCU Health 

Axons, and Microglia, and Astrocytes, oh my: Diffuse 
glial and neuronal signatures in a micro pig model of 

mild brain trauma 

Lee Shapiro 
NEXT 

Sep 12 
Christopher 

Cowan 
MUSC 

Epigenetic regulation of relapse-like behavior in opioid 
and cocaine addiction 

Laura Smith 
NEXT 

Sep 19 
Carlos Paladini 
UT San Antonio 

VTA Astrocytes Orchestrate Learned Aversion and 
Reward 

 

Rahul Srinivasan 
NEXT 

Sep 26 
Paula Grammas 

U of Rhode Island 
Targeting Vascular activation: A New approach to the 

treatment of Alzheimer's Disease 
Farida Sohrabji 

NEXT 

Oct 3 
Jonathan Lifshitz 

U of Arizona 

Pre-clinical therapeutic strategies for diffuse TBI: 
Rehabilitating circuit disruption and reducing 

inflammatory pathophysiology 

Lee Shapiro 
NEXT 

Oct 10 
Jeffery Twiss 

U of South Carolina 
RNA-protein interactions as drivers of axon 

regeneration 
Jen Dulin 

BIOL 

Oct 17 
Daniel Foti 

Purdue University 
Using EEG to quantify abnormal affective dynamics 

depression 

Annmarie 
MacNamara 

PSYC 

Oct 24  Society for Neuroscience, Chicago Oct 19-23, 2019  

Oct 31 
Fiona Crawford 

Roskamp Institute 
Pathobiology of Gulf War Illness; and relevance for 

other toxic environmental exposures 

Lee Shapiro/ 
Farida Sohrabji 

NEXT 

Nov 7 
Pelin Volkan 

Duke University 
How development and environment shape the brain: 

Lessons from the fly olfactory system 

Hubi Amrein 

NEXT 

Nov 14 
Julius Zhu 

U of Virginia 
Attentional Neurons and Circuits 

Jun Wang 
NEXT 

Nov 21 
TAMIN Student 
Presentations 

Andy Kim: “The Effects of Threat on Attentional Capture” 
Eunyoung Bang: "Late-onset, short-term intermittent 

fasting reverses age-related physiological deficits" 
Gizelle Fauss: “The Brain Matters: Rostral Systems Drive 

Pain-Induced Hemorrhage After SCI” 

 

Nov 28  Happy Thanksgiving  

Dec 5  SFN Poster Session ILSB  

Jan 16  TAMIN Business Meeting  

Jan 23 
Ulises Ricoy 

Arizona State 
University 

Modeling Natural and Drug Reward in Cockroaches 

Carlos Bolaños-

Guzmán 

PSYC 

Jan 30 
Corina Bondi           

U of Pittsburgh 

Multimodal assessment of sustained 
attention, behavioral flexibility, and goal-directed 

behavior after experimental brain trauma 

Lee Shapiro 
NEXT 

Feb 6  Recruiting Day  

Feb 13 
Jun Ding 

Stanford University 

Neurotransmitter co-release mediated by midbrain 
dopamine neurons 

 

Jun Wang 

NEXT 

Feb 20 
Chieh Chang 
U of Illinois 

Assembly, regeneration, and age-related degeneration of 
neuronal circuits 

Cédric Geoffroy 

NEXT 

Feb 27 
Michael Ferns 
U of California 

Davis 

Genetic disorders of the neuromuscular junction: diverse 
genes and molecular mechanisms 

Matthew Lee 
BIOL 

Mar 5 
Hyunkyoung Lee 

Baylor College of 
Medicine 

Developmental Gliogenesis: New Perspectives and 
Paradigms for Repairing the CNS 

Cédric Geoffroy 

NEXT 

Mar 12  Spring Break  

Mar 19  CANCELLED  

Mar 26  CANCELLED  

Apr 3  CANCELLED                                                                               

Apr 9  CANCELLED  

Apr 16  CANCELLED  

Apr 23  CANCELLED  

Apr 30  TAMIN Business Meeting  

 



TAMIN	Seminar	Series	Fall	2018/Spring	2019	
Date	 Speaker	 Title	 Host	
Aug	30	 TAMIN	Business	Meeting	

Sep	6	 Itzhak	Fischer	
Drexel	University	

Using	Neural	Progenitors	to	Reconnect	the	Injured	
Spinal	Cord:	Past,	Present	and	Future	

Jennifer	Dulin	
BIOL	

Sep	13	 Elizabeth	M.	Byrnes	
Tufts	University	 Multigenerational	Effect	of	Adolescent	Opioid	Use	 Farida	Sohrabji	

NEXT	

Sep	20	
Richard	De	La	Garza	
Baylor	College	of	

Medicine	

The	Importance	of		Human	Laboratory	Studies	for	
Methamphetamine	or	Cocaine	Addiction	

Carlos	Bolaños-
Guzmán	
PSYC	

Sep	27	 Danny	G.	Winder	
Vanderbilt	University	

Novel	Signaling	in	the	Bed	Nucleus	of	the	Stria	
Terminalis	in	Stress	and	Alcohol-Forced	Abstinence	

Jun	Wang	
NEXT	

Oct	4	
Michael	Granato	
University	of	
Pennsylvania	

Seeing	is	believing:		Using	Zebrafish	to	Decipher	the	
Cellular	and	Molecular	Mechanisms	of	Peripheral	

Nerve	Regeneration	

Cédric	Geoffroy	
NEXT	

Oct	11	 Nicholas	W.	Gilpin	
LSU	School	of	Medicine	

The	Central	Amygdala	Mediates	Alcohol	Withdrawal	
Hyperalgesia	

Jun	Wang	
NEXT	

Oct	18	
Matthew	N.	Rasband	
Baylor	College	of	

Medicine	
	A	Molecular	Dissection	of	the	Axon	Initial	Segment	 Jennifer	Dulin	

BIOL	

Oct	25	 	 	 	

Nov	1	 Society	for	Neuroscience,	San	Diego	
Nov.	2-7,	2018	

Nov	8	
Chien-Ping	Ko	

University	of	Southern	
California	

Motor	Circuit	Defects	and	Therapies	in	Spinal	
Muscular	Atrophy	(SMA)	

Mendell	Rimer/	
Robert	Louis	Hastings	

BIOL	

Nov	15	
Christina	Gremel	

University	of	California	
San	Diego	

Action	Control	in	Alcohol	Dependence		 Rachel	Smith	
PSYC	

Nov	22	 Happy	Thanksgiving!	
Nov	29	 	 TAMIN	Student	Presentations	 	

Dec	6	 SfN	Poster	Session	
Interdisciplinary	Life	Sciences	Building	

Jan	17	 TAMIN	Business	Meeting	

Jan	24	
Laura	L.	Colgin	

University	of	Texas	
Austin	

Slow	and	Fast	Gamma	Rhythms	in	the	Hippocampal	
Network	

Justin	Moscarello	
PSYC	

Jan	31	 Sarah	Woolley	
McGill	University	

Plasticity	of	Acoustic	Preferences	in	Female	Songbirds	
	

Gil	Rosenthal	
BIOL	

Feb	7	 Jon	Sakata	
McGill	University	

Mechanisms	that	Shape	the	Trajectory	of	Vocal	
Learning	and	Development	

	

Gil	Rosenthal	
BIOL	

Feb	14	 TBD	 	 Samba	Reddy	
NEXT	

Feb	21	 Catherine	Hartley	
New	York	University	

Control	and	the	Calibration	of	Motivated	Behavior	
	

Justin	Moscarello	
PSYC	

Feb	28	
Khaleel	A.	Razak	

University	of	California	
Riverside	

Mechanisms	of	Sensory	Hypersensitivity	in	Fragile	X	
Syndrome	

Michael	
Smotherman	

BIOL	

Mar	7	
Hui	Zheng	

Baylor	College	of	
Medicine	

Autophagy-lysosomal	Pathway	and	Neuron-immune	
Interaction	in	Alzheimer’s	Disease	

	

Jianrong	Li	
VIBS	

Mar	14	 Spring	Break!	
Mar	21	 	 TAMIN	Student	Presentations	 	

Mar	28	 Paul	Faure	
McMaster	University	

Temporal	processing	of	frequency	modulated	signals	
in	the	mammalian	auditory	midbrain.	

	

Michael	Smotherman	
BIOL	

Apr	05	 	 11th	Annual	Spring	Symposium	 	

Apr	11	 Vance	Lemmon	
University	of	Miami	

Using	machine	learning	to	identify	targets	and	anti-
targets	for	axon	regeneration.	

	

Cédric	Geoffroy	
NEXT	

Apr	18	 TBD	 	 	

Apr	25	 Yi	Zuo	
UC	Santa	Cruz	

Experience-dependent	synapse	reorganization	in	the	
living	brain	

Laura	Smith	
NEXT	

May	2	 TAMIN	Business	Meeting	



TAMIN	SEMINAR	SERIES	FALL	2017/SPRING	2018	

	

DATE	 SPEAKER	 TITLE	 HOST	
Aug	31		 TAMIN	Business	Meeting	

Sep	7	
Laura	N.	Smith	

Texas	A&M	University	Health	Science	
Center	

The	autism-related	fragile	X	mental	retardation	
protein	and	cocaine-induced	plasticity	

Ursula	Winzer-Serhan	
NEXT	

Sep	14	 Carlos	Bolanos	
Texas	A&M	University	

Lasting	neurobiological	impact	of	early-life	
adversity	

Paul	Wellman	
PSYC	

Sep	21		 Volker	Neugebauer	
Texas	Tech	University	HSC	

Corticolimbic	Pain	Mechanisms	 Ayman	Hamouda	
PHAR	

Sep	28		 John	Woodward	
Medical	University	of	South	Carolina	

Alcohol	and	the	Frontal	Cortex:	Results	from	
Behavioral	and	Electrophysiological	Studies	

Jun	Wang	
NEXT	

Oct	5	 Darlene	Brunzell	
Virginia	Commonwealth	University		

Diverse	nicotinic	receptor	contributions	to	
behaviors	relevant	to	tobacco	use	

Ursula	Winzer-Serhan	
NEXT	

Oct	12	 Debra	Titone	
McGill	University	

Language	and	Reading	in	People	with	
Schizophrenia	

Jyotsna	Vaid	
PSYC	

Oct	19	 Mark	Shapiro	
University	of	Texas,	San	Antonio	

Signaling	proteins	in	neurons	arranged	in	
microdomains,	from	individual	molecules	to	

control	of	excitability	in	neuronal	circuits	of	the	
brain	

Samba	Reddy	
NEXT	

Oct	26	 	Rick	Aldrich	
University	of	Texas	 Calcium,	Calmodulin	and	Potassium	Channels	 Steve	Lockless	

BIOL	

Nov	2	 TAMIN	Student	Presentations		
Tom	Giustino	
Seth	Haddix	
Ian	Smith	

Maren	–	PSYC	
Thompson	–	BIOL	

Nov	9	 Rachael	Seidler	
University	of	Florida	

Learning	to	Move	on	Earth	and	in	Space	 Jessica	Bernard	
PSYC	

Nov	16	 Society	for	Neuroscience	
Nov	23	 No	Seminar—Thanksgiving	

Nov	30	 Christopher	P.	Ford	
University	of	Colorado	

Encoding	Neuromodulator	Signals	in	Striatal	
Circuits	

Laura	Smith	
NEXT	

Dec	6	 SFN	Poster	Session	
Interdisciplinary	Life	Sciences	Building		

Jan	18	 TAMIN	Business	Meeting	

Jan	25	 Benjamin	Deneen	
Baylor	College	of	Medicine	

Gliogenesis:	The	crossroads	of	cell	fate	and	
malignancy	

Jianrong	Li	
VIBS	

Feb	1	 Hangue	Park	
Texas	A&M	University		

Integrated	Neuroprosthesis:	Help	our	body	
with	communicating	electronics	

Ursula	Winzer-Serhan	
NEXT	

Feb	8	 Christopher	West	
The	University	of	British	Columbia	

Cardiac	function	after	spinal	cord	injury	
Jim	Grau	
PSYC	

Feb	15	 Peter	Nghiem	
Texas	A&M	University		

Whole	genome	sequencing	diagnosis	of	animals	
with	Duchenne	muscular	dystrophy	

Jane	Welsh	
VIBS	

Feb	22	 TAMIN	Student	Presentations		
Robert	Louis	Hastings	

Ryan	Massopust	
Rae	Russell	

Thompson	–	BIOL	
Welsh	–	VIBS	

Mar	1	 Marie	T.	Banich	
University	of	Colorado	at	Boulder	

	Inhibitory	Control	as	a	Critical	Component	of	
Executive	

Function?	Conceptual	Formulations	and	
Neurobiological	Mechanisms	

Joseph	Orr	
PSYC	

Mar	8	 Dan	McCloskey	
College	of	Staten	Island	

Wisdom	of	the	Crowd:	The	Physiological	Need	for	
Social	Living	in	the	African	Naked	Mole-Rat	

Lee	Shapiro	
Surgery	

Mar	15	 No	Seminar	–	Spring	Break	

Mar	22	 	Sandra	Mooney	
University	of	Maryland		

Prenatal	exposure	to	ethanol	alters	functional	
connectivity	and	cognition	in	rats	

Rajesh	Miranda	
NEXT	

Mar	29	 Lee	Rubin	
Harvard	University	 Cancelled	 U.J.	McMahan	

BIOL	

Apr	6	 	
10th	Annual	Spring	Symposium	

Interdisciplinary	Life	Sciences	Building	 	

Apr	12	 Chase	Carver	
University	of	Texas,	San	Antonio	

Muscarinic	receptor	neuromodulation	of	KCNQ	
channels:	when	dogma	and	discovery	collide	

Samba	Reddy	
NEXT	

Apr	19	 Dorit	Ron	
University	of	California	San	Francisco	

Molecular	Mechanisms	That	Drive	or	Gate	
Alcohol	Use	

Jun	Wang	
NEXT	

Apr	26	 TAMIN	Business	Meeting	


















